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S unflowers came into my life at an early   
age, with the flower being grown in our 
garden and my father harvesting the 

seeds. He would soak the seeds in a weak brine solu-
tion and then roasted them in the oven.
It wasn’t until much later in my photographic career 
that I considered the flower as a subject for photo-
graphing. By this time, I had a copy of the wonderful 
book of images by Paul Caponigro entitled Sunflowers. 
It was difficult to not in some way come up with simi-
lar images of the flower as I loved what he had done. 
So, the idea of fully photographing a series of Sunflow-
ers as a subject was placed on the back burner for a few 
years.
After I had followed my own path as an artist I was 
once again presented with an opportunity to photo-
graph Sunflowers. It started with the small blossoms 
gathered from the roadside plants that are everywhere 
here in Texas. I would select a few blossoms and then 
they were placed in a wooden soda box. 
From there other opportunities to photograph the flow-
ers came my way. And as a result of my patience and 
growth as an artist, I have been richly rewarded with 
images that reflect my vision of these wonderful flow-
ers. 
And as Caponigro noted, Sunflowers demand to be 
photographed from their tender beginnings to their 
dried and burnished husks at the end.
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The Last Petal
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