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Deep Ellum is a neighborhood composed largely of 
arts and entertainment venues near downtown East 
Dallas, Texas. The name is based on a corruption of 

the area’s principal thoroughfare, Elm Street. The neighborhood 
lies directly east of the elevated I-45/US 75 freeway and extends to 
Exposition Avenue, connected to downtown by, from north to south, 
Pacific, Elm, Main, Commerce, and Canton streets. 

Deep Ellum’s claim to fame has been its music. By the 1920s, the 
neighborhood had become a hotbed for early jazz and blues musi-
cians, hosting the likes of Blind Lemon Jefferson, Robert Johnson, 
Huddie “Lead Belly” Ledbetter, and Bessie Smith in Deep Ellum 
clubs like The Harlem and The Palace. From 1920 to 1950, the num-
ber of nightclubs, cafes and domino parlors in Deep Ellum jumped 
from 12 to 20. 

By 1991, over 50 nightclubs and bars had opened in Deep Ellum, 
including Trees Dallas. During the 1990s, musical acts including 
Toadies, Erykah Badu, and Old 97’s began to gain prominence as 
not only local successes, but national stars. Once Deep Ellum had 
gained traction as the heart of music in Dallas, popular touring art-
ists such as Nirvana, Pearl Jam, Smashing Pumpkins, Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, Radiohead, The Roots, The Notorious B.I.G., and Fugazi 
would book shows at venues including Trees Dallas and The Bomb 
Factory.

 While street art is popular in Deep Ellum, a large portion of the 
murals in the area are commissioned by local businesses. Some of 
the most recognizable murals were created by Frank Campagna, 
owner of Kettle Art Gallery, and alternately known as the Godfather 
of Dallas Street Art, for legendary music venues such as Gypsy Tea 
Room and Trees. Most recently, the 42 Mural project invited a select 
number of artists to paint murals throughout Deep Ellum, in hopes 
of passing along the history and heritage of the area.

The images I have made of the eclectic neighborhood has been of 
the unique, insightful and sometimes quirky murals and art that 
makes up the area.
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Latin - “Sketch”

Deep Ellum
A Chapbook Series by

John D Comito Jr

Layout and design completed during August 2021
All images and text © 2019 John D Comito Jr

www.johncomito.com

First Edition, August 2021
Published and produced by

Comito PhotograPhiC arts©

Other Chapbooks as well as Prints can be found
on John’s website at

johncomito.com

Cover Image Title:
Deliquesce


