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After moving my oldest daughter to Vallejo, California 
for a new job in 2017, I returned for several visits. 
While there we had to opportunity to visit the usual 

sites, Napa, the vineyards and other local destinations. But 
what intrigued me was Mare Island. We went on a quick tour of 
the island and I later returned on my own for a couple of days 
of photographing while she was off to work. 

Not everyone enjoys spending time with a photographer who 
is working as it can be boring and what we find interesting or 
exciting is not what others envision.

Mare Island had been a naval shipyard since the July 1853. 
It became an important part of the WWII war effort and in its 
heyday employed more than 10,000 people. When the Con-
gress acted on the Base Closure report, the Navy shut the base 
down.

The City of Vallejo envisioned rebuilding Mare Island and it 
has since become haven for artists, remodeled Officer Houses, 
businesses, a golf course, new residential area and revitalized 
wetlands. And while all of these things are important what drew 
me to the island were the many buildings still being repurposed 
and, in many cases, still in use.

This collection of images are from my wanderings through the 
older sections of the shipyard, old military buildings and dock-
side warehouses. Many of the buildings are closed to the public 
as they are being renovated or are awaiting demolition.
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Adumbratio
Latin - “Sketch”
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