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W     . hile deployed to Iraq in 2006-2007 I was stationed on COB Spiech-
er in Tikrit on the old Iraqi Air Force Academy Air Base. We were 

housed in what we affectionately called the “crack houses”. These were 
the buildings used by the Iraqi Air Force Officers prior to our arrival. The 
housing personnel did not appreciate the term “crack houses” and pre-
ferred to call it the historical district. 

Everyday on my way to and from the chow hall I would pass a low lying 
bush in the parking lot of the chow hall. Usually the plants were covered 
in a fine dust from the passing vehicles. One day I noticed some very 
delicate white flowers were blooming on the bush. I was intrigued by the 
thorns, the foliage, and the delicate white flowers. I determined the best 
time to get the flowers was early in the morning before the influx of person-
nel and vehicles.

It was a good plan and seemed to go well. I picked some good looking 
flowers and walked back to my room to photograph them. However to my 
dismay the flowers had already started to wilt and die during the 10 minute 
walk back to my room. I had not seen any other bushes with these flowers 
until later when there was a rotation of personnel. Many of the new sol-
diers were now in CHU’s  (Container Housing Unit) and this left the other 
“crack houses” empty for scavenging – another story for another time. 
Anyway I discovered several other bushes with a proliferation of flowers 
on them in the yards of the empty houses.

So once I was through with missions for the day I would go and make 
some images of the flowers as time permitted. These images are from 
those forays into the early morning or late afternoon. The flowers would 
bloom and then die by the end of the day. 

It was not until later when I returned home I was able to work on the im-
ages and print them. I was finally able to discover the name of the bush as 
well. At the time I was in Iraq no one seemed to know the name of the bush 
or the flower, only that they had long thorns and stayed away from them!

These plants seemed to exemplify the contrast that was the Iraq I saw - 
delicate beauty in the midst of great heat, the fragile white blossoms in the 
midst of long sharp thorns, beauty in a dangerous world.
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