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W eston Beach is a small section of the Point Lobos State Re-
serve, just south of Carmel, California. Point Lobos was made 

famous by Edward Weston, who made many of his iconic and last-
ing images of the coastal area. Some biographers have hinted that 
Weston’s final images here reflected his impending death, as they 
seemed to be dark, heavy and even had some dead animals in them. 
But as has been pointed out by his grandson, Kim Weston, Edward 
photographed whatever moved him and did not limit his subject matter 
to one area.

Over the years I have had the opportunity to photograph at Point Lo-
bos and on Weston Beach in particular. Whether on my own or as part 
of a workshop I have enjoyed walking in the same area that Edward 
did and even finding some formations he photographed so long ago. 
It is difficult not to try and make the same images or to be intimidated 
by the legacy of what he accomplished in this place. While both inspir-
ing and a bit overwhelming it has been a challenge to make images of 
any lasting personal value at this ever changing place where land and 
sea meet. There is always some thing new and exciting when “edges” 
overlap.

On this particular trip I found a small section on Weston Beach that 
intrigued and captured my imagination and camera. I spent the better 
part of day in one area as the tide slowly went out and then started to 
return. The images were not of the larger tide pools or even of the rock 
formations, but of the small pebbles, stones shaped like sand dunes, 
boulders worn smooth and glistening from the action of waves moving 
up and over the exposed surfaces. 

I returned the following day to see if I could find the same area I had 
been photographing. I wanted to add some other images to what I had 
already made. But as with everything at lands end and oceans edge, 
I discovered this small area had undergone a change. What had been 
exposed to the air and light of day, was now under water, and would 
be for some time. I had to be content with what I had made and enjoy 
the remainder of the day. I did not find any areas on the second day 
that moved me as much as I did the first day, but my time was still well 
spent in that wonderful and magical place filled with light, sound, wind, 
and water.
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