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St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church is a 

mission church that was 
built in 1880, about 12 
miles south of Boulder, 
Montana. 

I was first drawn to the 
church as I traveled past it 
on my way to my brother’s 
house several years ago. 
I stopped and took in the 
white church set back 
from the small highway. 
The church looked like 
a promising subject to 
photograph. However at 
the time I was not moved 
to make any images as I 
had not had enough time 
to get a feeling or sense of 
the place. Part of that had 

to do with the time of day and the very clear blue sky. And with many 
subjects I end up photographing, I needed some time to let the subject 
speak to me, reveal to me its message and how to create the best im-
ages.

After making multiple trips to Montana to help with my ailing mother’s 
care, I was drawn back to the church on one occasion. Montana was hav-
ing a late spring and so there were clouds every day. 

These images were made during some intense thunderstorms in the 
area and while I used a digital camera for these images, I did break out 
my view camera for other images yet to be printed. The impending thun-
der storm and dramatic clouds created a wonderful backdrop for the 
church and some intense and changing lighting. 

I had to work fast with the fast-moving storms and had some great initial 
images. I returned a couple of more times during the week as the sky 
was filled with spring clouds all week.
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