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hile deployed to Iraq in 2006-2007 I was stationed on
COB Spiecher in Tikrit on the old Iraqi Air Force Academy Air Base. We were housed in what we affectionately called the “crack houses”. These were the buildings used by the
Iraqi Air Force Officers prior to our arrival. The housing personnel did
not appreciate the term “crack houses” and preferred to call it the
historical district.
Everyday on my way to and from the chow hall I would pass a low
lying bush in the parking lot of the chow hall. Usually the plants were
covered in the fine dust from the passing vehicles. One day I noticed
some very delicate white flowers were blooming on the bush. I was
intrigued by the thorns, the foliage and the delicate white flowers. I
determined the best time to get the flowers was early in the morning before the influx of personnel and vehicles.
It was a good plan and seemed to go well. I picked some good
looking flowers and walked back to my room to photograph them.
However to my dismay the flowers had already started to wilt and
die during the 10 minute walk back to my room. I had not seen any
other bushes with these flowers until later when there was a rotation

of personnel. Many of the new soldiers were now in CHU’s (Container Housing Unit) and this left the other “crack houses” empty for
scavenging – another story for another time. Anyway I discovered
several other bushes with a proliferation of flowers on them.
So once I was through with missions for the day I would go and
make some images of the flowers as time permitted. The images
that follow are from those forays into the early morning or late afternoon. The flowers would bloom and then die by the end of the day.
It was not until later when I returned home I was able to work on the
images and print them. I was finally able to discover the name of the
bush as well. At the time I was in Iraq no seemed to know the name
of the bush or the flower, only that they had long thorns and stayed
away from them!
These plants seemed to exemplify the contrast that was the Iraq I
saw - delicate beauty in the midst of great heat, the fragile white
blossoms in the midst of long sharp thorns, beauty in a dangerous
world.
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hile deployed to Iraq in 2006-2007 I was stationed on COB Spiecher
in Tikrit on the old Iraqi Air Force Academy Air Base. We were housed
in what we affectionately called the “crack houses”. These were the
buildings used by the Iraqi Air Force Officers prior to our arrival. The housing
personnel did not appreciate the term “crack houses” and preferred to call it the
historical district.
Everyday on my way to and from the chow hall I would pass a low lying bush in
the parking lot of the chow hall. Usually the plants were covered in a fine dust
from the passing vehicles. One day I noticed some very delicate white flowers
were blooming on the bush. I was intrigued by the thorns, the foliage and the
delicate white flowers. I determined the best time to get the flowers was early in
the morning before the influx of personnel and vehicles.
It was a good plan and seemed to go well. I picked some good looking flowers
and walked back to my room to photograph them. However to my dismay the
flowers had already started to wilt and die during the 10 minute walk back to my
room. I had not seen any other bushes with these flowers until later when there

was a rotation of personnel. Many of the new soldiers were now in CHU’s (Container Housing Unit) and this left the other “crack houses” empty for scavenging
– another story for another time. Anyway I discovered several other bushes with
a proliferation of flowers on them in the yards of the empty houses.
So once I was through with missions for the day I would go and make some
images of the flowers as time permitted. These images are from those forays into
the early morning or late afternoon. The flowers would bloom and then die by
the end of the day.
It was not until later when I returned home I was able to work on the images and
print them. I was finally able to discover the name of the bush as well. At the time
I was in Iraq no one seemed to know the name of the bush or the flower, only
that they had long thorns and stayed away from them!
These plants seemed to exemplify the contrast that was the Iraq I saw - delicate
beauty in the midst of great heat, the fragile white blossoms in the midst of long
sharp thorns, beauty in a dangerous world.
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Capparis Sinosa
Folio
A “folio” is a collection of loose, unbound prints, more like a book
than a random stack of unsequenced photographs. This folio
includes a title page to lead things off and a list of the images. The
last page is a colophon. The images are sequenced, like a book, but
loose, like a portfolio.
The folio cover is hand-cut and is made from an acid-free archival art
paper, 120# cover-weight. The assembly uses only archival, acid-free
materials to protect the life of the prints and pages inside. Each folio
is enclosed in a sealed, plastic sleeve and shipped in a reinforced box.
Folios are numbered sequentially in an open edition. I sign the title
page and hand-number the colophon.
•
•
•
•
•

Folio size 8.5 x11”
Twelve images approximately 7x9”
Three pages, title page with signature, list of prints, and
colophon page
Printed on an Epson 1400
Printed on Moab Entrada Rag Natural 300 gsm

Twelve prints
in hand cut folio
Introductory Price
$100 for the first 15 folios
Thereafter, regular price

$130
plus shipping & handling
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orn in San Jose, California in
1954, John Comito was first
introduced to photography
by his father. John’s father helped
foster his interest with the purchase
of a SLR Petri for $35. Once he had a
camera, John would then sneak into
a high school photography class
with a friend and use the darkroom.
The next year when he officially
enrolled in the class, his instructor
said, “So you are going to make it
official this year.” John continued
his education in photography and
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Photography in 1984.

Website:

www.johncomito.com

Works with:

Digital cameras, large and medium format film
cameras, digital and silver images

Project specifics:

This project can be found as a PDF, Folio,
individual prints and as a 2011 Calendar at Lulu.
com

One of John’s other loves has been
the martial arts. He has competed
on a national and international
level winning numerous awards. His
study in the martial arts and combat
experiences in Afghanistan and
Iraq, have led him to seek a more
To help pay off his school loans, peaceful means of life in a violent
John joined the Utah National prone world, by sharing his visual
Guard and there served as a pho- insights with others.
tographer in the Special Forces
for over 16 years. The experience While John makes his living as a
allowed him to continue to expand police officer in Texas (the family
his love of the art and exposure to seems to want to eat regularly), he
new subjects. In 2002, John was spends much of his personal time
sent to Afghanistan and assigned and resources on photography.
to use his photographic skills in He has two grown daughters and
documenting and writing for the US son, along with 12 grandchildren,
sponsored Afghan National News- 1 great grand daughter and lives
paper. He later spent a year in Iraq, with his wife Linda (“a fine judge
recording images of his deployment of good photography”) and three
for his personal use.
dogs, Brutus, Cisco, and Xena in
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John was active in the photography
community in Utah, serving as the
President and Vice President of
the Photographic Print Society in
Salt Lake City. John has shown his
work extensively in Utah and more
recently Texas. John’s work can be
found in private and corporate collections in the States.
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©

All contents of this computer media
are copyrighted materials.
Unauthorized extraction or reuse of images or text
is a violation of international copyright law.
Please play fairly.
Please note that this computer file has been sold/distributed as a consumer product for the private, non-commercial use of the purchaser only.
Its contents are copyrighted in its entirety and may not be duplicated by any means for use other than the original purchaser.
All contents are copyrighted by the author/photographer and may not be duplicated for any purpose or by any means without his consent.
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